MC108 CULTURE AND CULTURAL STUDIES 

1998 

COURSE-WORK ESSAY TITLES 


You are required to write a 2000 word essay for MCI08, which has to be 
handed in by 23 February. 

You are advised to ground your essay closely in empirical material, as 
this will help you to demonstrate the strengths of your argument. 
Consult with your tutor to make sure that you are on the right lines. You 
need to know the arguments of various critics [Hoggart, Hebdige, 
Williams etc], but we are more keen to hear your views. 


1. ‘Hoggart and Hebdige describe the same moment in the development of 
mass culture in Britain, from the 1930s to the 1950s, yet they take contrary 
views about the value of this development.’ Is this right? Which of these 
views do you take to be the more persuasive, and why? 

2. Is culture ordinary? What are the arguments which suggest that culture is 
far from ordinary? 

3. Mass culture has often been encoded as trivial or irrational - terms which 
also can be used to denounce femininity. What reasons can you give for the 
encoding of mass culture as feminine? Illustrate your answer with specific 
examples. 

4. In the past fifty years the presence of non-white cultures in Britain has 
drastically reordered the meanings of what it is to be British. Discuss this 
statement, using one example to make your case. 
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